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Do you know cream lies on top of Irish coffee? Ha’penny Bridge is the other name by which the Liffey 
Bridge in Dublin is known. Also, Galway is the Irish city, which is also called the city of the tribes.  

What’s more? The Irish playwright, Brian Friel wrote Dancing at Lughnasa. Saint Brendan is the Irish saint 
who is said to be the one who discovered America many thousand years before Columbus did. 

Que : What is the highest mountain in Ireland? 
Answer : Carrauntoohil 
Que : Which Irish city is known as the “City of Tribes”? 
Answer : Galway 
Que : What is the oldest university in Ireland? 
Answer : Trinity College Dublin 
Que : Which river is the longest in Ireland? 
Answer : The River Shannon 
Que : What is the traditional Irish dish made of mashed potatoes and cabbage called? 
Answer : Colcannon 
Que : What is the name of the famous castle located in County Cork where visitors kiss a stone to gain the 
gift of eloquence? 
Answer : Blarney Castle 
Que : Which saint is credited with bringing Christianity to Ireland? 
Answer : St. Patrick 
Que : What is the name of the ancient Irish manuscript that contains the four Gospels of the New 
Testament? 
Answer : The Book of Kells 
Que : Which Irish county is home to the Cliffs of Moher? 
Answer : County Clare 
Que : What is the official language of Ireland, along with English? 
Answer : Irish (Gaeilge). 
Que : What is the name of the sea separating Ireland from Great Britain? 
Answer : The Irish Sea 
Que : What traditional Irish folk dance is performed in hard shoes and is characterized by rapid leg 
movements? 
Answer : Irish stepdance 
Que : What color is traditionally associated with Ireland? 
Answer : Green 
Que : Which ancient Irish structure is older than the pyramids of Egypt? 
Answer : Newgrange 
Que : What is the name of the famous Irish sport that is a combination of soccer and rugby? 
Answer : Gaelic football 
Que : What is the national flower of Ireland? 
Answer : Shamrock 
Que : Which famous Irish writer created the character Dracula? 
Answer : Bram Stoker 
Que : What is the name of the longest coastal touring route in the world, located in Ireland? 
Answer : The Wild Atlantic Way 
Que : What is the name of the traditional Irish dish made from pigs’ trotters? 
Answer : Crubeens 
Que : Which Irish county is home to the Giant’s Causeway? 
Answer : County Antrim 
Que : What is the name of the traditional Irish sausage made from blood, fat, and oatmeal? 
Answer : Black pudding 
Que : What is the name of the river that separates Northern Ireland from the Republic of Ireland? 
Answer : The River Foyle 
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Que : Which famous Irish ship set sail from Cobh in 1912 before sinking on its maiden voyage? 
Answer : RMS Titanic 
Que : What is the name of the famous Irish street known for its vibrant nightlife and cultural heritage? 
Answer : Temple Bar 
Que : Who was the first female President of Ireland? 
Answer : Mary Robinson 
Que : What is the name of the famous Irish folktale character who is said to have chased all the snakes out 
of Ireland? 
Answer : St. Patrick 
Que : What is the name of the famous Irish mythical creature that is said to grant three wishes if captured? 
Answer : Leprechaun 
Que : Which famous Irish author wrote “The Chronicles of Narnia”? 
Answer : C.S. Lewis 
Que : Which Irish saint is known as the patron saint of babies and is celebrated on February 1st? 
Answer : St. Brigid 
Que : What is the name of the famous Irish island that is home to a large colony of puffins? 
Answer : Skellig Michael 
Que : What is the name of the traditional Irish potato pancake? 
Answer : Boxty 
Que : Which Irish county is home to the famous Blarney Stone? 
Answer : County Cork 
Que : What is the name of the Irish folktale that tells the story of a man who plays his fiddle to lure rats out 
of a village? 
Answer : The Pied Piper of Hamelin 
Que : Which Irish city is known for its Viking history and is the oldest city in Ireland? 
Answer : Waterford 
Que : What is the name of the famous Irish song that tells the story of a man named Johnny who loves to 
drink whiskey? 
Answer : “Whiskey in the Jar.” 
Que : What is the name of the traditional Irish song that begins with the lyrics “In Dublin’s fair city”? 
Answer : “Molly Malone.” 
Que : What is the name of the famous Irish folk song that is often played at funerals and is considered one 
of Ireland’s most famous laments? 
Answer : “Danny Boy.” 
Que : What is the name of the Irish dish that combines mashed potatoes with cabbage or kale? 
Answer : Colcannon 
Que : What is the name of the famous Irish dance show that became a worldwide phenomenon in the 
1990s? 
Answer : Riverdance 
Que : Which Irish county is home to the famous Giant’s Causeway? 
Answer : County Antrim 
Que : What is the name of the Irish rebel leader who signed the Anglo-Irish Treaty in 1921? 
Answer : Michael Collins 
Que : Which Irish county is famous for the Claddagh ring, a traditional Irish symbol of love, loyalty, and 
friendship? 
Answer : County Galway 
Que : What is the name of the famous Irish mythological creature that guards a pot of gold at the end of a 
rainbow? 
Answer : Leprechaun 
Que : What is the name of the traditional Irish song that tells the story of a man who steals a silver cup? 
Answer : “Whiskey in the Jar.” 
Que : What is the name of the famous Irish ballad that tells the story of a man who returns to his homeland 
after years of exile? 
Answer : “The Wild Rover.” 



Que : What is the name of the famous Irish dish made from potatoes, onions, and butter, often served as a 
side dish? 
Answer : Boxty 
 
 

https://hobbylark.com/party-games/Fun-Trivia-Quiz-about-Ireland-with-Answers 

1. In which county is the Giant’s Causeway located? Antrim 

2. Which river runs through Dublin? Liffey 

3. How many counties does Ireland have? 32 

5. Name the three expanses of water which separate Ireland from Britain. North Channel, St. George’s 
Channel and the Irish Sea 

7. According to The Chronicle of Ireland, in which year did St Patrick arrive in Ireland? 431 AD 

9. Name the highest mountain in Ireland. Carrauntoohil 

13. Name the 5th-century Romano-British slave who allegedly banished Druids from Ireland. St Patrick 

16. How many letters are there in the Irish alphabet? 18 

18. In which year did the Easter Rising, when Irish republicans rebelled against British rule, take place? 
1916 

24. Which is the longest river in Ireland? River Shannon 

30. In which city did Molly Malone sell seafood? Dublin 

31. Older than Stonehenge or the Egyptian pyramids, this burial monument was built around 3200 BC. What 
is its name? Newgrange 

33. Established in 1592, which is the oldest university in the Republic of Ireland? Trinity College, Dublin 

40. In which year was the Good Friday Agreement signed? 1998 

42. Which famous ship was built in Belfast between 1911 and 1912? Titanic 

43. Which city can be found between the two channels of the River Lee? Cork 

45. During the 9th century AD, which group of invaders plagued Irish shores? Vikings 

50. Name the famous castle in County Cork whose masonry can allegedly grant the gift of clever speech. 
Blarney Castle 

https://irishtrivia.com/  

What was a 'Banshee'? A fairy woman reputed to wail and cry at the impending death of members of certain 
families 

Allegedly what will happen if you kiss the Blarney Stone? You will get 'the gift of the gab (talk)' 
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Which slithery reptile does Ireland famously lack? Snakes 

How many moles are there in Ireland? None 

What is An Gárda Siochana? The Irish National Police Service 

what is boxty? An Irish potato cake 

What are crubeens? Cooked pig's trotters 

Dublin statues are famous for their nicknames. Who is the 'Tart With The Cart' in Dublin city centre? Molly 
Malone 

The appearance or hearing of which Irish spirit is seen as a harbinger of death? Banshee 

Which is further north Donegal or Northern Ireland? Donegal 

 

https://quizglobal.com/quizplay/quizplayqanda/Irish%20General%20Knowledge%20Quiz%20Questions%2
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6. 
By what other name is the Liffey Bridge in Dublin known as? 
Ha'penny Bridge 
7. 
What lies on top of an Irish Coffee? 
Cream 
27 
Which Irish Saint is said to have discovered America a thousand years before Columbus? 
Saint Brendan 
What does the circle in the centre of the celtic cross represent? 
The Sun 
 
 

https://www.contiki.com/six-two/article/facts-about-ireland/ 

Looking for interesting facts about Ireland? Truth be told, we could go on and on. The Emerald Isle (the 
20th largest island in the world), is famed for its lush greenery and sweeping coastlines. And that’s before 
we get to Irish culture, with its enormous influence on world literature, music, sports, food and drink. So, for 
a quick selection of some interesting facts about Ireland that’ll blow your mind, read on… 

1. There are approximately over 70-80 million people of Irish descent living outside of Ireland! 

To put this into perspective, the population of Northern and The Republic of Ireland is around 6-million. 
Much of the Irish diaspora was caused by the Great Famine of the 1840s, during which many poorer 
families fled to Liverpool and Manchester, and some 5-million embarked across the Atlantic to North 
America. Today, in the USA, almost 36-million citizens state their primary ethnicity as Irish. 
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2. The Great Famine, spanning from 1845 to 1852, tragically took about 1-million lives 

The main cause of the ‘Great Hunger’ was potato blight, a fungal infection that ruined Ireland’s most vital 
crop. The worst affected areas were the west and south, where Irish was the most commonly spoken 
language. The famine was a huge tragedy for Irish history and culture, and the exploitative role the ruling 
British government played is still a source of anger today. 

3. Ireland is home to two nations 

Northern Ireland, whose capital is Belfast, is part of the United Kingdom, alongside England, Scotland and 
Wales (Britain). The Republic of Ireland, whose capital is Dublin, is an independent republic that’s part of 
the European Union (and uses Euros). 

4. The longest place name in Ireland is Muckanaghederdauhaulia 

Found in County Galway, Muiceanach idir Dhá Sháile (Irish) means ‘pig-marsh between two sea inlets’. 

5. The Titanic was built in Belfast’s Harland & Wolfe docks 

Today you can visit the awesome Titanic museum, located where the doomed ship was designed, built and 
launched. Not only is it a really cool building, it’s a great way to follow the story from conception to tragic 
fate. 

6. Ireland doesn’t have any snakes (and it’s not because of Saint Patrick) 

Legends say St. Patrick (the saviour of Ireland) chased the snakes from the island of Ireland. But a more 
grounded explanation for one of the most famous facts about Ireland is that, after the ice age, the land bridge 
connecting Ireland to Europe was submerged before the snakes could slither their way onto the Emerald Isle. 
There is one reptile species that is native to Ireland, however: the common lizard (which is a bit less scary). 

7. A REAL four leaf clover can only be from the White Clover plant, trifolium repens 

The four-leaf clover (or basically, the national symbol of Ireland) is pretty rare. The fourth leaf can be found 
in about 1 in 5000 of its ‘shamrocks’. It’s not clear where the ‘good luck’ part originated. 

8. Redheads only make up about 10% of the Irish population 

Which doesn’t sound like much, but still makes for 500,000 people and ensures Ireland has the largest per 
capita amount of red-heads in the world. 

9. Irish stew is the national dish of Ireland, and traditionally includes mutton (the meat of adult sheep) 

Irish stew has been recognised since about 1800. Mutton was an important ingredient as sheep were so vital 
for wool and dairy, and the long, slow cooking time allowed tougher cuts of meat to be used (and be 
transformed into something delicious). 

10. The lease for the Guinness Brewery was signed in 1759 for 9,000 years 

You can’t talk about fun facts about Ireland without mentioning Guinness, can you? Guinness now owns the 
property, however, and the lease is no longer valid. Another fun fact: despite being referred to as ‘the black 
stuff,’ Guinness is actually ruby red. Hold your pint up to the light next time you have a drop if you don’t 
believe us! 

11. Due to Ireland’s small population, many people historically had just one name 



Last names were first established in Ireland by adding either ‘O’ (grandson of) or ‘Mac’ (son of) to their 
father’s or grandfather’s names. 

12. Irish whiskey isn’t the same as Scottish whiskey 

Scotch is composed with malted barley and water, while Irish whiskey is made from fermented corn, wheat, 
barley. Plus, Irish whiskey is usually distilled 3 times, rather than twice. Both are delicious in their own 
ways, however. 

13. Legends say that the Blarney Stone can give you the ‘gift of gab’ 

Another fun fact about Ireland, another legend. Every year, dozens of tourists flock to the Blarney Stone in 
County Cork, and kiss the rock hoping to win the gift of perfect speech. Yup. 

14. You can hear mermaids sing at the Cliffs of Moher 

Or at least that’s what the folklore suggest. According to the tale, Merrow, a mermaid who is said to dwell in 
the waters below the cliffs, can be heard singing on calm days, enchanting sailors and fishermen with her 
ethereal voice. And if this mythical story doesn’t captivate you, the views from Cliffs of Moher certainly 
will. 

15. Ireland has the most Nobel Prize winners in literature per capita 

As it turns out, this pint-sized island nation is a powerhouse in prose. George Bernard Shaw, William Butler 
Yeats, Samuel Beckett, and Seamus Heaney are the four Nobel Prize winners  in Literature from Ireland. 
Must be something about having the rolling green hills as your inspo. 

16. One of the oldest operational lighthouses is in Ireland 

The majestic Hook Lighthouse in the southeastern coast of Ireland was built in the 13th Century by the 
Knight William Marshal. And it still stands talls and acts as a beacon of safety and guidance for mariners, 
against the beautiful backdrop of the Celtic Sea. 

17. The biggest wave surfed in Ireland was 60 feet tall 

Some of Europe’s best surfing destinations are in Ireland, because of the rugged coastline along the Atlantic 
Ocean. No wonder one of the biggest surfed waves in Ireland was nearly 60 feet tall, just off the town of 
Mullaghmore, the west coast facing the wild Atlantic. 

18. The national emblem of Ireland isn’t the shamrock 

Sorry, folks. This might be an unexpected fun fact about Ireland, but their emblem is actually a musical 
instrument  – the Irish Harp. This appears on Irish coins, passports, and official documents. (And that’s what 
you see on the Guinness logo too!) 

https://www.myirishjeweler.com/uk/blog/top-10-symbols-of-
ireland/?srsltid=AfmBOoqH66RDZl_gfv0lpYYkq5UkNPkcEXKuMRTtHClo0xhRVH-gd0Me 

We are regularly asked what is the “most Irish” symbol, or the “best Irish symbol.” And we typically give 
the same answer- that depends! Are you looking for something with connections to ancient Ireland, Irish 
culture, Irish folklore, or indeed something that is exclusive to Ireland alone?  

https://www.myirishjeweler.com/uk/blog/top-10-symbols-of-


 

Given all that, it is challenging to give one definitive symbol. But after many, many years, we have finally 
cracked and made a list. Now, we're not suggesting it's a definitive list, and this caused some discussion here 
at My Irish Jeweler with disagreements and debate! But in honor of Irish Heritage Month, we are sharing it 
with you. Read on to see our top 10 symbols of Ireland, ranked: 

10. The Celtic Tree of Life  

The tradition of a Tree of Life has roots in several faiths and cultures around the world. So, while this isn't a 
symbol exclusive to Ireland, it is certainly a popular one and one that has survived to this day. 

In ancient Ireland, the Tree of Life, or the Crann Bethadh (pronounced: Crown Ba-ha) was revered. Trees 
were hugely significant and even had legal protections. Our ancient ancestors placed immense value on the 
food, shelter, and materials that trees provided. Settlements would often have a special sacred tree at their 
centre where important ceremonies were held, and decisions could be made. It was believed that some trees, 
like the hazel, were sources of great wisdom, while others acted as doorways, living connections to the gods, 
spirits and ancestors. 

 

This can be seen in the links to trees in the first known writing of Ireland, Ogham, the Celtic Tree alphabet. 
Representing sacred wisdom, connection, community and family, the Celtic Tree of Life remains a popular 
symbol here in Ireland to this day, with numerous tree-planting initiatives working to restore native Irish 
trees to the land. Learn more about the Celtic Tree of Life. 

9. St. Brigid’s Cross 

With ties to millennia-old Irish history and Celtic mythology, The Brigid's cross, along with the shamrock 
and the harp, is a distinctive symbol unique to Ireland - though little known outside it.  

For hundreds and possibly thousands of years, crosses of all shapes and sizes, some with three arms, others 
with four, were woven from reeds or rushes and hung in Irish homes and stables to protect the health of 
people and livestock. Their main defining feature is the material and techniques used to make them, rather 
than their form, though the most popular these days feature a diamond shape at the centre with four arms 
radiating out. 

 



The cross is attributed to the Christian saint, Brigid of Kildare. Still, there is plenty of evidence to suggest 
this symbol and the practice of making and hanging these crosses also has ties to much older pagan 
traditions and the goddess Brigid. Representing life, growth, and protection, this is a lovely Irish symbol that 
has seen a renewal in popularity here in Ireland in recent years with the recognition of the beautiful and 
complicated history of Brigid, the saint and Goddess. Learn more about Brigid’s Crosses and how to make 
one yourself. 

6. The Trinity Knot 

Following on from the triskele, there was some debate amongst the team here as to whether the Trinity Knot 
should be included on its own given that it's a type of Celtic Knot. But the enigmatic symbolism, ancient 
roots, and the elegant elemental form of the Trinity Knot made it impossible to leave out and we think it 
deserves it's own entry on our list.  

 

Known to many as the Celtic Love Knot, the Trinity Knot has three interlinked leaf-like shapes giving it a 
distinctive triangular profile. From these relatively simple shapes a seemingly complex trefoil knot is 
formed, a knot which cannot be untied. This unbroken nature has seen the Trinity Knot become a symbol of 
eternal love, and the three leaves of the knot represent past, present and future. More about the origins and 
meaning of the Trinity Knot and how this versatile symbol is an iconic design that lends itself to ceremony 
and celebration. 

5. The Celtic Cross  

Known throughout the world as a symbol of Irish heritage, faith, and family, ancient High stone crosses can 
still be found decorating the beautiful Irish countryside. The oldest of these date from the 8th to the 12th 
century. They are often intricately carved, with knot-work, detailed imagery and inscriptions. These details 
may differ but they all share a distinctive ringed shape at their centre with different meanings given to this 
feature including: a warrior shield, a divine halo, or indeed the life-giving sun.  

 

We may never know its original significance, but the Celtic cross remains an iconic symbol of Ireland and 
one which many wear worldwide in celebration of Irish connections. 

4. The Claddagh  

The Claddagh, or An Cladach in Gaelic, is a famous Irish symbol of love, loyalty, and friendship. The word 
"Cladach" means rocky beach or shore, a common feature of the west of Ireland where this design originated 
over 400 years ago. Its design of two hands holding a crowned heart, sums up the enduring ingredients of 
lasting love, whether romantic or platonic: The hands represent friendship, the heart represents love, and the 
crown loyalty and respect. 



 

This lovely symbolism and beautiful design has seen the Claddagh achieve worldwide recognition as a 
unique symbol of Ireland. The Claddagh may be offered in celebration of love, as a friendship ring, a 
promise ring, an engagement, or wedding ring. And, of course, many wear the Claddagh as a beautiful 
symbol of Irish heritage. Learn more about the meaning and history of this iconic symbol of Ireland and the 
significance of how the ring is worn. 

2. The Shamrock  

Stemming from the Irish word for young clover, seamair óg, or seamróg, shamrock, as it is more commonly 
known, is the national flower of Ireland. Alongside the harp, it’s an iconic global symbol of the Emerald 
Isle.  

 

It flies on the tail of our national airline, it's worn proudly on the chest of our sportsmen and women, and 
many worldwide wear shamrock each March 17th. An ancient symbol of luck, life, and vitality, with roots in 
pagan Ireland, learn more about this is a beautiful symbol of Ireland for Patrick’s Day or year round. 

1. The Irish Harp  

This might surprise some! But our straw poll of the My Irish Jeweler team had the Harp as our number one 
symbol of Ireland. This isn't so surprising given it’s Ireland's official national emblem. It graces our passport 
and coins, it’s the seal of the Irish President, the symbol of our government, and the logo of one VERY 
famous Irish stout.  

 

Representing Ireland and its rich, beautiful culture and history, we love the fact that our country is the only 
one in the world to have a musical instrument as our official national symbol. Learn more about the Irish 
harp symbol and the ancient instrument on which it is based. 

https://www.theirishroadtrip.com/celtic-symbols-and-meanings/ 
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Not to be confused with Irish symbols (e.g the Claddagh), Celtic symbols, like the Celtic Knots, were 
brought to Ireland by the Celts thousands of years ago. 

Below, you’ll find the most prominent Celtic designs and patterns, each with meanings tied to strength, 
family, longevity, and wisdom. 

Celtic symbols and meanings explained 

Some of the most notable Irish Celtic symbols include the Triskelion, the Celtic Cross, the Triquetra, the 
Celtic Tree of Life and the numerous Celtic Knots, including the Dara Knot, a symbol of strength. 

Many were handed down over time and their meanings were never recorded in writing. However, most of 
the symbols have been interpreted over the years. 

There is a common theme of love, loyalty, strength, unity and religious belief in Celtic symbolism. Learn 
about each of the ancient Celtic designs and their significance below. 

1. The Celtic Tree of Life 

 

The intricately interwoven branches and roots of the Celtic Tree of Life (Crann Bethadh in Irish) form a 
strong and earthy Celtic symbol for strength that’s often associated with the Druids. 

While the branches reach for the sky, the roots permeate the earth. For the ancient Celts, the Tree of Life 
symbolises balance and harmony and the close association between heaven and earth. 

The Celts believed that trees were the spirits of their ancestors and that they provided a link between their 
earthly life and the next. 

The Celtic Tree of Life symbol represents strength, longevity and wisdom, each of which are attributes that 
the Celts revered. 

They also believed that the tree symbolised rebirth (they would have witnessed oak trees, in particular, shed 
their leaves in fall and grow new ones in spring). 

The symbol, which was heavily featured in Insular Art, also clearly shows the link between every root below 
the ground and every branch above. 

2. The Celtic Cross 

 

The Celtic Cross has been present in Ireland from the early Middle Ages and it is arguably the most 
recognisable of the many Celtic symbols. 



Some of the earliest Celtic Cross symbols in Ireland date back to the 8th or 9th century and can be found in 
Monasterboice (Louth) and Kells (Meath). 

Originally, these crosses would have been made from wood or metal and they were much smaller than the 
surviving stone carved pillars that can be found across Ireland. 

In the Middle Ages, many Celtic Cross symbols were carved into rock, but over time they were developed 
and built as independent standing stones or monoliths. 

A symbol for the seasons, the elements and life 

There are many theories about the meaning of the Celtic Cross: 

 Interpretation A: The four ‘arms’ represent the four cardinal directions of the earth (north, south, 
east, and west) 

 Interpretation B: It represents the four elements: Earth, fire, water and air 
 Interpretation C: The four quadrants may also represent the four seasons of the year or the four 

stages of the day: morning, midday, evening and midnight. 

3. The Triquetra / Trinity Knot 

 

While there is no definitive Celtic symbol for family, there are several ancient Celtic knots that represent the 
meanings of eternal love, strength and family unity. 

The Triquetra is thought to be the oldest symbol of spirituality. It is depicted in the 9th century Book of 
Kells and also appears in Norwegian stave churches from the 11th century.  

The elaborate Triquetra, also known as the Trinity Knot or Celtic Triangle, is one of the most beautiful Irish 
Celtic symbols and it shows a circle interwoven with a continuous three-pointed symbol. 

The Celtic Symbol for Family 

This Celtic Knot meaning is that, with no beginning and no end, it represents unity and eternal spiritual life. 
The symbols line interweaves through the circle in an unbroken flow. 

This symbol represents the pillars of early Celtic Christian teachings of the Holy Trinity (God the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Spirit). 

It also represents the unity of spirit when enclosed in a circle. The circle protects it, so the symbolic spirit 
cannot be broken. 

10. The Irish Harp 

 

The first of the modern Celtic signs in this guide is the Harp. The Irish Harp is the national emblem of 
Ireland and is still widely used today. 



Look for it on Irish Euro coins as well as on the label of every can and bottle of Guinness. 

The harp symbol embodies the spirit and identity of the Irish people and it, alongside the Irish flag, stands as 
a powerful emblem of Ireland’s rich heritage and national pride 

In fact, the harp was so revered that the British banned all harps (and harpists!) in the 16th century in an 
effort to break the symbolic tie. 

11. The Shamrock 

 

The Shamrock is another of the many Irish symbols that tends to be mistaken for one of the ancient Celtic 
symbols. 

This tiny bright green three-leafed plant grows all over Ireland and beyond, and it thrives in cool damp 
climates. 

If you find a clover with four separate leaves it’s said to be lucky (read more about the luck of the Irish). It is 
the national flower of Ireland and its symbolism is deeply rooted in the past. 

The shamrock is believed to have been an important Druid symbol. Druids are said to have felt that the three 
heart-shaped leaves represented the triad. 

According to legend, St Patrick used the trefoil leaves to explain the unity of the Holy Trinity – three parts 
yet one whole – to the pagans during his Christian teachings. 

12. The Claddagh ring 

 

When it comes to Celtic symbols for love, one design tends to (incorrectly) pop up time and time again, 
despite clear evidence of its origin. 

I’m talking, of course, about the mighty Claddagh. Now, don’t get me wrong, the Claddagh is a beautiful 
Irish symbol, but it has nothing to do with the Celts. 

The Claddagh symbol originated in County Galway in a little fishing village of the very same name.  

The Celtic symbol for love 





 

Claddagh rings are widely exchanged in Ireland and elsewhere as a symbol of loyalty and unity. 

The word Claddagh is the name of the coastal village where the design was invented by Richard Joyce. 

The Claddagh ring is often used as a wedding ring and tradition says that you should never buy a Claddagh 
for yourself; it should be given as a gift. 

The history of Celtic symbols 

The Most Popular Celtic Symbols And Their Meanings Explained  

Celtic designs arrived in Ireland with the Celts. The Celts were an indigenous race that lived in groups 
across Northern Europe from pre-500BC to the Medieval Period. 

These ancient people lived in small tribal communities and, despite being widely scattered, they spoke 
similar Celtic languages and had many common cultural symbols. 

One of the groups among the ancient Celts were the Druids. Druids were among the high-ranking 
professional, religious and law-keeping members of Celtic culture. 

Consequently, Druid symbols have a close association and overlap with many ancient Celtic symbols and 
meanings. Irish symbols, like the harp, are in no way connected to the Celts. 

https://www.theirishroadtrip.com/facts-about-ireland/ 

Facts like ‘St. Valentine’s remains are in a church in Dublin’ tend to shock both locals and tourists alike. 

While Ireland facts like ‘St. Patrick wasn’t actually Irish’ and ‘Halloween originated in Ireland’ are little 
nuggets of Irish trivia. 

Interesting, unusual and fun facts about Ireland 

The Brazen Head - Dublin’s oldest pub, dating to 1198.  

1. St. Patrick wasn’t actually Irish 

Yep, St. Patrick was born in was born in Roman-Britain circa 386 A.D. 

2. There’s an Irish festival where a wild goat is made king for 3 days 

‘Puck Fair‘ is said to be the longest-running of the many festivals in Ireland. 

In August every year, a goat is caught from the Kerry mountains and placed in a cage in the village of 
Killorglin. 

It’s crowned king and for three days a number of festivities are held throughout the town. 

When the festival ends, the goat is brought safely back up into the mountains. 

3. Halloween originated in Ireland 

The story begins with the pagan celebration of Samhain. 

https://www.theirishroadtrip.com/facts-about-ireland/


4. Count Dracula was written in 1897 by a Dubliner 

The now-iconic Count Dracula is the main character in the Dracula novel. The book was written by Bram 
Stoker who was born in Clontarf, one of the wealthier neighbourhoods in Dublin. 

If you’re familiar with Irish mythology, you may have heard of the Abhartach, also known as ‘the Irish 
Vampire’. 

It’s believed that some of the inspiration for Dracula came from this legend. 

5. Dublin’s Rotunda is the oldest continuously operating maternity hospital in the world 

Next up is one of the lesser-known Irish history facts. The Rotunda Hospital in Dublin is officially the oldest 
continuously operating maternity hospital on earth. 

The hospital opened in 1745 and has been running for 275 years. 

6. Ireland’s oldest pub is one of the oldest on earth 

Dating back to 900 AD, Sean’s Bar in Athlone Town is the oldest pub in Ireland. 

It’s also widely believed that it’s the oldest pub in the world. 

Related reads: What is Ireland famous for and our guides to Irish slang and Irish jokes 

7. One of the lions used in the opening clips for MGM movies was born in Dublin 

This is arguably one of the more interesting Ireland facts. 

The seventh lion used by MGM in the opening clip for many of its movies was born in Dublin Zoo in the 
Phoenix Park. 

He started to appear at the beginning of movies from 1957. 

8. The place with the longest name in Ireland is Muckanaghederdauhaulia in Galway 

If you can pronounce ‘Muckanaghederdauhaulia’, let me know in the comments below! 

Other long names include Illaungraffanavrankagh in Clare, Glassillaunvealnacurra in Galway, 
Ballywinterrourkewood in Limerick and Corragunnagalliaghdoo Island in Mayo. 

9. St. Valentine’s remains are in a church in Dublin 

This is one of the weird facts about Ireland! Yes, you read correctly – the remains of St. Valentine can be 
found in Dublin City. 

They’re located in Whitefriar Street Church where they’ve been since the 10th of November, 1836. 

10. Ireland’s Wild Atlantic Way is the longest coastal driving route in the world 

 

At 2,500 km in length, the Wild Atlantic Way driving route is the longest in Ireland and the longest on earth! 



The route passes through nine counties and stretches from the Inishowen Peninsula in Donegal right the way 
around the coast to Kinsale in Cork. 

This is another of the many fun facts about Ireland that tends to come up in quizzes. 

11. Ireland is the Emerald Isle country 

Ireland’s famous for its lush green fields, earning it the nickname “Emerald Isle.” 

But there’s also plenty of rugged, rocky terrain. Around 15,000 years ago, glaciers covered the whole island, 
scraping away soil and leaving stretches of flat limestone. 

12. One of the oldest lighthouses in the world is located in Wexford 
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Located in County Wexford, Hook Lighthouse is one of the oldest operational lighthouses in the world. 

The current lighthouse at Hook has been there for a whopping 848 years. 

13. The Brazen Head is the oldest pub in Dublin 

The Brazen Head on Merchant’s Quay is the oldest pub in Dublin. 

It’s said that it started its life as a tavern back in 1198 and was later developed into a coaching inn in 1754. 

Today, it’s a tourist hotspot and is arguably one of the most unique looking pubs in Ireland. 

This is another of the many interesting facts about Ireland that comes up in quizzes. 

14. County Cork was once the largest exporter of butter in the world 

This is one of the more random facts about Ireland in this guide. During the Exchange’s peak in the 19th 
century, County Cork was the worlds biggest butter exporter. 

Butter made in Cork was exported to everywhere from the United Kingdom and France to Australia and 
India. 

If that’s not a bit of random Irish trivia, I don’t know what is! 

15. Dublin’s Phoenix Park is the third largest walled city park in Europe 

At 1,752 acres, the Phoenix Park is the largest enclosed park in any European capital city. It’s the largest 
enclosed park in any capital city in Europe. 

It’s five times bigger than London’s Hyde Park. It’s also the eighth biggest urban park in Europe overall. 

16. The national symbol of Ireland isn’t a shamrock 

Contrary to popular belief, the official symbol of Ireland isn’t a shamrock or one of the famous Celtic 
symbols! 

No, it isn’t a four-leaf clover, either. Ireland’s national symbol is the mighty harp! 

17. The earliest evidence of humans in Ireland was in 10,500 BC 



Interestingly enough, it’s thanks to a discovery made in 2016 that we now know that humans were present in 
Ireland in 10,500 BC. 

A bear bone that was excavated from a cave in Clare that dates back to the late Palaeolithic Age showed 
signs that it was butchered. 

18. Hurling is the fastest field sport in the world 

Not only is hurling one of the oldest sports in the world, it’s also the fastest. 

The sliothar (the ball used) can travel up to 120km/h. Read more about Ireland’s traditional sports in our 
guide to Irish culture. 

19. The smallest county in Ireland is Louth 

Known as ‘the wee county’, Louth is the smallest of Ireland’s 32 counties. 

Interestingly enough, though, it’s the 18th-biggest county in Ireland population-wise. 

This is one of several fun facts about Ireland that tends to appear in Irish trivia! 

20. Cork is the biggest county in Ireland 

The largest county in Ireland is County Cork, which is a whopping 7,457 km². 

The second-largest County is Galway, at 6,148 km². 

21. The highest mountain in Ireland is Carrauntoohil 

At 1,038.6 metres, Carrauntoohil in County Kerry is the highest mountain on the island of Ireland. 

You’ll find it on Kerry’s Iveragh Peninsula near the Magillycuddy’s – Ireland’s highest mountain range. 

22. The oldest field systems in the world can be found in Mayo 

At over 5,500 years old, the Céide Fields in County Mayo are officially the oldest known field systems on 
earth. 

These are one of the many incredible Irish attractions that don’t receive half as much credit as they deserve. 

23. Before the Great Famine, Ireland’s population was estimated to be around 8 million people 

It’s believed that the population of Ireland prior to the famine was around 8.2 million. 

After the famine, the population was recorded at 6.5 million people. 

Many years later, in 2024, the population stands at just under 5 million. 

24. The first St. Patrick’s Day parade wasn’t held in Ireland 

Yep, the first St. Patrick’s Day parade wasn’t held in the Republic of Ireland. 

It was actually held in Boston in 1737. The largest St Patrick’s Day Parade in the US takes place in NYC. 

25. The second longest-running talk show in the world hails from Ireland 



The Late Late Show (an Irish chat show) first aired in 1962. It’s been taking place every Friday evening ever 
since. 

The only other show that’s been running longer than it is the Tonight Show from America. 

26. Some fast Irish facts to finish off 

 St. Patrick’s name wasn’t Patrick: It was Maewyn Succat. Apparently he picked it up at one point 
or another. It’s now one of the most popular Irish boys names 

 There were never any snakes in Ireland: It’s believed that the whole snake thing is to do with 
symbolism. In udeo-Christian tradition, the snake is the symbol of evil 

 There are five cities in Ireland: There are five main cities in Ireland and five in Northern Ireland 
(learn about the differences between Northern Ireland and Ireland) 

 U2 is one of the highest selling bands in the world: There are many Irish bands, but few can claim 
to have sold 116.7 million albums (see my guide to the best Irish songs) 

 
https://www.watercoolertrivia.com/trivia-questions/ireland-trivia-questions 

 

 
Learn More 

Ireland is a country located on an island in the North Atlantic, known for its rich history, culture, and natural 
beauty. From its famous landmarks such as the Cliffs of Moher, the Giant's Causeway, to its famous figures 
such as W.B Yeats, James Joyce, and U2, Ireland has a lot to offer in terms of trivia facts and information. 
Some of the most interesting Ireland trivia facts include: 

First, Ireland is home to many famous landmarks such as the Cliffs of Moher in County Clare, the Giant's 
Causeway in County Antrim and the Newgrange tomb which is a prehistoric monument that predates the 
pyramids of Egypt by over 1000 years. These landmarks are not only popular tourist destinations but also 
significant historical and cultural sites. 

Second, Ireland has a rich cultural heritage that can be seen in its art, literature, and music. The country is 
home to famous figures such as W.B Yeats, James Joyce and the U2, who have made a significant impact in 
their respective fields. The country is also known for its traditional festivals such as St. Patrick's Day and the 
Dublin Writers Festival. 

Third, Ireland has a rich history and has played an important role in the world events. From the Celts, 
through the struggles for independence and the potato famine, to the current global political climate, Ireland 
has been a major player in world events and has influenced the shaping of the world we know today. 

These are just a few examples of the many interesting and unique trivia facts about Ireland. With so much to 
discover, it's no wonder that Ireland continues to be a popular tourist destination and a source of inspiration 
for many people around the world. 

150 Ireland Trivia Questions Ranked From Easiest to Hardest (Updated for 2025) 

1. Change one letter in "droid" and you get what word that means a priest in the ancient Celtic tradition? 

Answer: Druid 

2. Ireland's Great Famine, which lasted from 1845 to 1852, started with a massive destruction of what staple 
crop by the fungus-like organism Phytophthora infestans? 

https://www.watercoolertrivia.com/trivia-questions/ireland-trivia-questions


Answer: Potato 

3. After the Battle of Clontarf in 1014, Gaelic culture no longer faced a major threat from what seafaring 
Norse people? 

Answer: Vikings 

4. What river whose name is also a common woman's first name is the longest in Ireland, at 224 miles? 

Answer: Shannon 

5. Although often misattributed as a French invention owing to its name and history, what macabre 
beheading device was actually first used in Ireland in 1307, over 450 years before it was first used in 
France? 

Answer: Guillotine 

7. What oratorio by George Frideric Handel, whose "Hallelujah Chorus" is one of the most famous choral 
pieces of all time, premiered in Dublin's New Music Hall on 13 April 1742? 

Answer: Messiah 

12. Located within the Irish province of Munster, what city in Ireland is also a type of five-line poem which 
famously follows an AABBA rhyming scheme? 

Answer: Limerick 

18. On April 11, 1912 Francis Browne was on a pier in Ireland when he took one of the last known photos of 
what object? 

Answer: The Titanic 

19. James Joyce’s 1922 novel “Ulysses” follows Leopold Bloom, the hero of the tale who is from what 
country (as was Joyce)? 

Answer: Ireland 

21. What Irish boxer is the undisputed women's lightweight champion of the world, and also the winner of 
the women's gold medal in boxing at the 2012 Olympic Games? 

Answer: Katie Taylor 

23. Traditionally served on St. Brigid’s Day, what “b” is an Irish potato pancake comprising finely grated 
raw potatoes? 

Answer: Boxty 

29. What 1998 agreement between the British government, Irish government, and political parties of 
Northern Ireland was named after a religious holiday and is often considered the basis for the present 
devolved system of government in Northern Ireland? 

Answer: Good Friday Agreement 

32. What catastrophic event, occurring in 19th century Ireland, reduced the population by 20-25 percent and 
was caused in part by blight? In Gaelic it’s called “An Gorta Mor.” 



Answer: Great Famine 

34. Considered one of Ireland's greatest cultural treasures, the Book of Kells is a 9th-century illuminated 
manuscript held in the library of what Dublin institution of higher learning? 

Answer: Trinity College 

49. Officially neutral during World War II, Ireland referred to the war by what alarming E-word? 

Answer: Emergency 

54. What is the old Latin name for Ireland, whose etymology is an old Celtic name altered to sound more 
like "land of winter" in Latin? 

Answer: Hibernia 

64. The oldest company in Ireland was started by the Rathborne family more than 500 years ago. Still 
operating today, what product do they make? 

Answer: Candles 

68. What’s the name of the longest river in Ireland, which has a length of 224 miles and notably divides the 
country into east and west? 

Answer: Shannon 

69. James Joyce's seminal book “Ulysses” takes place on a single day in Dublin, but is heavily based on 
what epic poem that covers a decade of travel around the Mediterranean Sea? 

Answer: The Odyssey 

70. Kissing the limestone block known as the "Blarney Stone" will, according to legend, give one the 
alliterative "Gift of the" what word meaning "eloquence" or "speaking skill?" 

Answer: Gab 

71. The objective of what sport, part of Ireland's native "Gaelic games," is to hit a small ball called a 
"sliotar" through your opponent's goalposts with an ash wood stick? 

Answer: Hurling 

73. What traditional Irish dish combines mashed potatoes and cabbage, or sometimes kale, along with butter 
and milk? 

Answer: Colcannon 

74. The Trinity College Harp, a symbol of Ireland which appears on Guinness labels, is said to have been 
owned by what legendary Irish king with an alliterative name? 

Answer: Brian Boru 

75. What Dublin band, fronted by singer Phil Lynott, had a 1973 hit with a version of the traditional Irish 
folk song "Whiskey in the Jar?" 

Answer: Thin Lizzy 



79. Which river that separates the eastern from the western part of the country is not only the longest in 
Ireland, but also the longest river in the British Isles? 

Answer: Shannon 

87. Which mountain on the Iveragh Peninsula in County Kerry is the highest in Ireland? 

Answer: Carrauntoohil 

98. What famed nightlife district of Dublin, Ireland sounds appropriately like the union of a religious 
establishment and a drinking one? 

Answer: Temple Bar 

106. With over 800,000 yearly visitors, the most popular tourist destination in Belfast, Northern Ireland is a 
museum named for what, specifically, which was built there in 1911? 

Answer: The Titanic 

 
107. The second-highest selling musical artist in Ireland's history (after U2) has never gone on tour and 
never performed a live solo concert. She rose to fame as the flag-bearer for new-age music in the late 1980s 
with songs like "Only Time" and "Orinoco Flow." Who is she? 

Answer: Enya 

120. In 1541, which English Tudor king beheaded Irish sovereignty and declared himself King of Ireland 
which the Irish parliament acknowledged the following year with the passage of the Crown of Ireland Act? 

Answer: King Henry VIII 

133. What famous "Sir" had varied accomplishments such as being the first to introduce Ireland to potatoes 
and the person who gave Virginia its name? 

Answer: Sir Walter Raleigh 

146. Trinity College Dublin's fabled "Long Room" boasts among its collections, what type of musical 
instrument, supposedly owned by Irish king Brian Boru and a symbol of Ireland? 

Answer: Harp 

 
147. In what year did Ireland formally leave the British Commonwealth and was fully acknowledged as an 
independent republic? 

Answer: 1949 

149. Way back in the 1800s, Canada's first transatlantic telegraph link connected Newfoundland to what 
country that gets some of its cell service from Eir Mobile? 

Answer: Ireland 

 
 



 


