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1. Which Canadian City Is Considered ""Hollywood North*'?
While you may think Toronto is the answer, the true (and original) “Hollywood North” is Vancouver!

People started calling Vancouver “Hollywood North” in the 1970s. The city is second in TV production and third for
feature film production in North America. (Los Angeles and New York are first and second).

Vancouver plays host to many American series and movies such as Riverdale, Upload, and Deadpool.
3. Which City Is Home To North America's Largest Mall?

It’s Edmonton, Alberta - home of the West Edmonton Mall. This massive shopping center is 5.3 million square feet
and has an entire waterpark within its walls.

7. What Is Canada's National Sport?

Trick question — We’ve got two! Hockey and Lacrosse are our national sports, as declared by the “National Sports of
Canada Act”.

10. Which City Was Home To The First North American YMCA?

It all started in Montreal in 1851!

Bonus Canadian Trivia Fact: There are now over 1,000 YMCAs in Canada.
12. What fruit does Canada export the most of?

The answer is blueberries! Canada exports tens of millions of pounds of blueberries and is the world’s second-largest
producer of the berry. In fact, blueberries account for 61.2% of our export dollars.

13. What is Canada's oldest city?

Established in 1497, St. Johns, Newfoundland is the oldest city in Canada. The next established city was Quebec City
but that wasn’t until 1608.

14. How many time zones does Canada have?
There are six time zones across Canada: Pacific, Mountain, Central, Eastern, Atlantic, and Newfoundland.
16. Only one province is officially bilingual, can you guess which one?

Canada, as a country, is officially bilingual, but most provinces are either French or English. New Brunswick is the
only province where French and English are both official languages.

17. How many oceans border Canada?

There are three oceans in total. The Pacific, the Atlantic, and the Arctic all surround our nation.
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37 Fun Facts About Canada You Probably Didn't Know

2. The beaver is the national animal of Canada
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One of the coolest fun facts about Canada is that the official symbol is an adorable, buck-toothed beaver! On March
24, 1975, the beaver (Castor canadensis) earned its crown as a national icon. Who would've guessed that this furry
critter would make it to such high status? But it’s true—thanks to the National Symbol of Canada Act, which
received royal approval, the beaver now proudly represents Canadian sovereignty. Isn’t that a wild choice for a
national symbol?

4. Kanata was the original name of Canada

One of the Canadian fun facts is that the name "Canada" likely comes from the St. Lawrence Iroguoian word kanata,
dating back to 1535 when explorer Jacques Cartier first used it. This word originally meant "village" or "settlement,"
but it could also be translated to "land" or "town." Imagine a cozy cluster of dwellings or a little collection of huts—
that’s the vibe the name Canada was going for!

10. A bear from Canada inspired Winnie the Pooh

Christopher Robin, a beloved character from the timeless Winnie the Pooh stories, was inspired by a real person
named Christopher Milne. And here's one of the fun facts about Canada with a twist—he's the one who came up with
the name! Back in 1915, a bear cub made a journey all the way from White River, Ontario, to the London Zoo. This
bear, named Winnipeg, quickly became young Christopher Robin Milne's absolute favorite zoo buddy. Fast forward,
and his dad, A.A. Milne turned these adorable encounters into the timeless Winnie the Pooh stories we all cherish.

11. A polite misunderstanding led to the name ‘Canada’

Nobody knows about these fun facts about Canada: back in 1535, two Aboriginal youths were chatting with French
explorer Jacques Cartier. They pointed him towards “kanata,” thinking they were just giving directions to their
village, Stadacona. Little did they know, they were actually naming an entire country! Who would’ve guessed that one
village would lend its name to all of Canada, making it to the list of facts about Canada?

14. Canada eats more doughnuts than any other country in the world

Canadians have a serious love affair with doughnuts! Yep, whether it’s a classic cruller or a mouthwatering apple
fritter, Canada has approximately 4,000 doughnut shops, the most per capita in the world with people consuming
consumer of donuts, 1 billion donuts annually. And one of the fun facts about Canada: while pop culture, like The
Simpsons, might make you think doughnuts are all about American life, guess what? Canada actually has more
doughnut shops per person than any other country. How many doughnuts do you think Canadians are munching on
right now?

15. In Churchill, Canada, residents commonly leave their cars unlocked

In the chilly town of Churchill, home to 800 residents you might be surprised to find that people often leave their car
doors unlocked. But there’s a wild reason behind it, as it reports 10+ polar bear sightings daily during peak

season, making it one of the weirdest fun facts about Canada —this is for a quick getaway from a polar bear! Need a
fast escape route? Jump into the nearest car!

16. The Hawaiian Pizza was invented in Canada

Here’s one of the delicious fun facts about Canada, who had the wild idea to toss pineapple slices onto a pizza? Like
seriously, what kind of genius or madman would do that? Well, let us introduce you to the man behind this fruity
twist—Sam Panopoulos invented Hawaiian pizza in 1962 in Chatham, Ontario. And where did this tropical creation
happen? At his restaurant, Satellite, in the cozy town of Chatham, Canada.

17. There is a polar bear jail in Churchill, Canada

Did you think that the relationship between Polar bears and facts about Canada came to an end? Well, not yet because
here’s one of the best fun facts about Canada. Officially called the Polar Bear Holding Facility, built in 1982, holds
up to 28 bears at a time. This special spot in Churchill, Manitoba, Canada, is where they send those naughty or pesky
polar bears who are causing a ruckus.

21. Itisillegal to smell bad in Canada



Here’s a stinky fun fact about Canada: if you happen to stink up public space with an offensive odor, you could be
charged with the Canadian Criminal Code, Section 173, a two-year stay behind bars punishment. Two whole years
just for being a bit too smelly in public! So, next time you're out and about, ask yourself—am | smelling fresh enough
to stay out of trouble?

24. A Canadian invented basketball

Did you know that James Naismith created basketball in 1891, now played by over 450 million people worldwide?
This amazing fact Canada will make you fall in love with the sport more! He was teaching at the YMCA in
Springfield, Massachusetts when he came up with the idea. Fast forward to today, and basketball has dribbled its way
to becoming one of the most popular sports on the planet!

25. A Canadian created Superman

Born on July 10, 1914, Joseph Shuster, a Canadian-American comic book artist made history. These historical fun
facts about Canada have been the highlight of the country. He teamed up with Jerry Siegel to create none other than
Superman himself. Yep, that’s right—the iconic superhero first appeared in Action Comics #1, back in June 1938,
thanks to these two creative geniuses.

26. Santa Claus is Canadian

On December 23, 2008, Jason Kenney, Canada’s Minister of Citizenship, Immigration, and Multiculturalism, rolled
out the red carpet and awarded Santa his Canadian citizenship. And here's one of the fun facts about Canada: in 2012,
another Canadian immigration minister proudly reaffirmed Santa’s Canadian status! Could it be that Santa’s iconic red
and white suit was inspired by the Canadian flag? Oh, and if you ever want to drop Santa a line, just send it to Santa
Claus, North Pole, HOH OHO, Canada.

27. There's a place in Canada where gravity seems not to apply

Ever wonder why gravity seems to play hide-and-seek in the Hudson Bay area? Well, one intriguing theory suggests
it’s all thanks to the massive Laurentide Ice Sheet that once smothered much of Canada and the northern U.S. One of
the fun facts about Canada: Just an ice blanket nearly 2 miles (3.2 km) thick spread across the land, with some spots
in Hudson Bay, gets an extra layer, making it 2.3 miles (3.7 km) thick!

31. Canada is the second-largest country in the world.

Canada is the second-largest country in the world with 9.98 million sg. km, when you count both land and water,
right behind Russia. But here’s one of the fun facts about Canada: if we only consider the land, the country drops to
fourth place! It’s because of all that incredible freshwater—those beautiful lakes cover about 9% of the country’s land
area.

32. The maple leaf has been Canada's symbol since the 1800s

What if we tell you that there’s a tree so remarkable that it made quite the splash with early settlers, yet it took until
the 19th century for the humble maple leaf to truly shine as a symbol of national pride? Can you believe these fun
facts about Canada? From that moment, this leaf started popping up everywhere, blossoming into the iconic symbol of
Canada that we all know and love today.

33. Canada has six time zones

Take a look at a map, and you'll notice something pretty cool—Canada stretches all the way from 52 degrees to 141
degrees west! Ever wondered how that affects time? You are going to uncover one of the fun facts about Canada.
Well, because each time zone spans about 15 degrees, Canada is home to not one, not two, but six unique time zones!
Can you name them all?

Let’s see—starting from the west, we’ve got Pacific, Mountain, Central, Eastern, Atlantic, and then the quirky
Newfoundland, which dances to its own rhythm. Most time zones are an hour apart, but guess what? Newfoundland
likes to keep things interesting with a 30-minute difference. Curious about where they all begin? Pacific Time kicks



off at UTC -8, while Newfoundland sets the clock at UTC -3:30. If you are still thinking about how to spend time you
can explore things to do in Canada to make sure that your every second is worth it!

34. There are two different languages in Canada

Canada has been proudly bilingual since 1969! Yep, that’s when the Official Languages Act made English and
French spoken by 22.8% of Canadians, the country’s official languages. But here are the fun facts about Canada: if
you’re looking to brush up on your French, Quebec is the place to be! Most of Canada's French-speaking population
lives there, and French isn’t just a language—it’s a way of life.

35. Canada has 2 seasonal national sports

Have you ever wondered why hockey feels like a national pastime in Canada? It's because Canadians have a deep love
affair with the sport, and every winter, you can find countless people lacing up their skates and hitting the ice. Hockey
became Canada’s official winter sport in 1994. It's no surprise that some of the world's hockey greats hail from the
Great White North, right? But are you waiting for another mind-blowing fun fact about Canada? The country has
‘Lacrosse’ as its official summer national sport. Often called the "Creator's Game," lacrosse isn't just about speed
and skill; it holds a deep spiritual significance as well.
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What is Canada known for? 15 famous things in Canada

From the thrill of a hockey game to the beauty of the Northern Lights, Canada offers a range of experiences. Dive into
iconic Canadian culture, and discover 15 things that Canada is known for.

Canada has it all: breathtaking scenery, a blend of unique cultures, and tasty food. Think Niagara Falls, the
Northern Lights, and hockey. But what are the things Canada is best known for? Our list of 15 famous Canadian
things covers all of the country’s greatest exports, from its friendly and welcoming culture to its world-famous maple

syrup.
5 cultural symbols of Canada

Politeness

Canadians are known the world over for their friendliness and polite approach to others. How visitors are treated in
Canada and the way Canadians treat locals while traveling go a long way to spread this reputation of good manners.

But this reputation isn’t just a fairytale stereotype. One research paper found that Canadians are more polite and
positive on social media than their American neighbors to the south. Whether simply a use of language or a greater
cultural marker, you’re bound to meet plenty of friendly faces when traveling to The Great White North.

Maple syrup

Unsurprisingly, Canada is the world’s biggest maple syrup producer. With ten varieties of maple trees flourishing
across the country, it’s no wonder the iconic red maple leaf adorns their flag. During the spring thaw, the sweet sap is
harvested from tapped trees, becoming a versatile ingredient in dishes like maple-glazed salmon and the favorite
breakfast topping for pancakes.

Did you know that it takes between 20 and 100 gallons of maple sap to produce just one gallon of maple syrup?
This concentration process is what gives maple syrup its rich flavor and sweetness.

Ice hockey
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Ice hockey is a passionate national sport that unites Canadians across the country and is a must-experience for
any visitor. The energy and excitement of a live game are unforgettable and an example of Canada’s sporting spirit
and legacy, with the sport’s first organized indoor game tracing back to 1875.

The Royal Canadian Mounted Police (Mounties)

The Royal Canadian Mounted Police, better known as the Mounties, were established in 1873 as the North-West
Mounted Police. Their original mission was to enforce law and order in the newly acquired Northwest Territories.
Today, their distinctive red serge uniforms are a well-recognized symbol of Canada.

5 natural wonders of Canada

Canada’s vast landscapes are home to some of the world’s most extraordinary natural wonders, such as the Canadian
Rockies and Banff National Park. These natural marvels showcase the country’s raw and unpredictable beauty and the
type of attractions that make Canada an unforgettable destination.

The Bay of Fundy

While the Rocky Mountains often steal the spotlight, the Bay of Fundy’s tides are a natural wonder that rivals
any landscape. Witnessing the world’s highest tides, where the ocean floor is revealed and submerged within hours, is
awe-inspiring. The Hopewell Rocks, sculpted by the relentless tides, stand as silent sentinels, offering a glimpse
into the raw power of nature.

The Northern Lights in the Territories

The Yukon, Northwest Territories, and Nunavut, offer prime viewing spots for the mesmerizing Northern
Lights—the natural phenomenon caused by charged particles from the sun colliding with atoms in Earth’s upper
atmosphere, creating light displays. Unlike other Arctic regions, these Canadian territories boast vast, accessible
landscapes, allowing for unobstructed views of the aurora borealis. The dance of colors against the backdrop of the
Arctic wilderness is an unforgettable experience, a reminder of the vastness and beauty of Canada’s northern reaches.

The ancient forests of Haida Gwaii

Off the coast of British Columbia, the islands of Haida Gwaii are home to ancient rainforests, a unique ecosystem
that thrives in the region’s temperate climate. These forests are home to some of the world’s oldest and largest Sitka
spruce trees, with many estimated to be over 800 years old. Exploring these ancient woodlands is an immersion
into just one of Canada’s natural wonders and a point of national pride.

Niagara Falls

Niagara Falls is made up of three distinct waterfalls: the Horseshoe Falls, the American Falls, and the Bridal
Veil Falls. The Horseshoe Falls, situated on the Canadian side, boasts the largest water flow. Straddling the
US/Canada border, Niagara Falls is an iconic natural wonder that draws visitors worldwide. The sheer power and
majesty of the falls are a spectacle to behold. Whether viewed from the Canadian or American side, Niagara Falls is a
must-see destination, a testament to Canada’s natural grandeur.

Thousand Islands

Scattered across the St. Lawrence River, the Thousand Islands form a stunning archipelago dotted with islands
and charming towns. The area actually contains over 1,800 islands, making it a true archipelago paradise. Exploring
this picturesque region by boat is a journey through a landscape of natural beauty and tranquillity. The islands, each
with its own unique character, offer a glimpse into a world of serene charm and a demonstration of Canada’s vast
waterways.

Toronto International Film Festival (T1FF)
The Toronto International Film Festival (TIFF) is a beacon of cinematic excellence, drawing the world’s most

talented filmmakers, actors, and industry insiders. More than just a showcase, TIFF acts as a launchpad for
groundbreaking films. Its undeniable influence resonates globally throughout the film industry.



In fact, the TIFF People’s Choice Award is often seen as a predictor of upcoming Oscar success, “Slumdog
Millionaire” being one in a list of modern examples.

Cirque du Soleil

Cirque du Soleil, a cultural powerhouse, has fundamentally transformed the circus arts by weaving theatrical
narratives with acrobatics and visual effects. Their productions have captivated audiences globally, cementing their
status as a significant cultural export for Canada.

Did you know that Cirque du Soleil was initially founded by street performers in Quebec City? Their humble
beginnings underscore the company’s journey to becoming a global entertainment phenomenon.

Indigenous arts

Canada’s Indigenous arts are a vibrant expression of cultural heritage. With its intricate carvings and bold designs
carved on everything from totem poles to jewelry, Haida art is a powerful expression of cultural identity and
Canada’s rich cultural history. Haida art is a series of complex crests and symbols, each representing a specific
ancestral story or events through animal and human representations.

Poutine

Poutine is a beloved Canadian culinary creation of crispy french fries, fresh cheese curds, and a rich, savory gravy.
Canadians and tourists alike adore the atmosphere of poutine shops that serve up the hearty comfort of their iconic
cuisine of french fries and gravy.

The dish is a culinary icon and a clear example of Canada’s ability to transform humble elements into a national
treasure. Often considered the ultimate comfort food, it’s a staple in diners, pubs, and even upscale restaurants across
the country. While synonymous with Canada as a whole, its origins are believed to have begun in rural Quebec
during the 1950s.
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One of the interesting facts about people in Canada is that Superman was co-created by a Canadian Joe Shuster and
American Jerry Siegal. The character was created while Shuster was visiting Siegal in Cleveland in 1934.

Canada is the second largest country in the world.

Canada has the longest coastline of any country in the world at 243,977 kilometres — 151,600 miles.

Number of provinces and territories in Canada

Canada has ten provinces and three territories. The 10 provinces from west to east are British Columbia, Alberta,
Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island and Newfoundland.
The three territories include the Yukon, the Northwest Territories, and Nunavut.

The capital of Canada is Ottawa, the second coldest capital in the world after Moscow.

Montreal is the world’s second largest French speaking city after Paris.

Did you know you can fly to France from Canada in just 45 minutes? That’s only possible from Newfoundland if you
visit the islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon.

One of the interesting facts about Canada is that there are six time zones. There is only a 30-minute difference
between the maritime provinces of Nova Scotia, PEI, New Brunswick and Newfoundland.

The longest highway in the world is the Trans-Canada Highway which is over 7,604 km (4,725 miles) in length.
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Half of the country is covered with forests, which should come as no surprise considering one-tenth of the world’s
forests are here.

The coldest temperature ever recorded in Canada was -63°C (-81.4°F) on February 3, 1957 in Snag, Yukon.

The hottest recorded day in Canada was 49.5°C on June 29, 2021 in Lytton, BC. It was the third straight day that the
town broke heat records in Canada. It was hit with a devastating wildfire on June 30th, 2021.

Alert in Nunavut is the northernmost permanent settlement in the world.
Ocean Falls, British Columbia has on average 330 days of rain per year. Yuck!

Nakwakto Rapids, Port Hardy’s legendary dive destination, boasts the strongest current in the world — with speeds of
up to 18.4 miles per hour.

Calgary is famous for its Chinooks — a weather phenomenon that can raise the temperature by 10 degrees in a matter
of minutes.

Canadians can deduct a number of things from their tax software, but I bet you didn’t know that dog food is tax-
deductible in Canada.

About 90% of Canada’s population is concentrated within 160 kilometres (100 miles) of the Canada/US border.

Canadians call the one dollar coin the loonie. When in full production, 15 million loonies can be produced per day.
More than one billion loonies have been made since the coin was introduced in 1987. Approximately 700 million
toonies have been minted since 1996.

Hockey and lacrosse are Canada’s national sports.

The baseball glove was invented in Canada in 1883.

Canada has hosted the Olympic Games three times; 1976 in Montreal, 1988 in Calgary and 2010 in VVancouver.
The first indoor ice hockey game took place on March 3, 1875 at the Victoria Skating Rink in Montreal.

In Flander’s Fields is a poem written by World War | Col. John McCraea, a Canadian veteran of the Second Boer
War. He was struck with admiration at the courage of the dead when he saw red poppies swaying among the markers
of his fallen comrades.

French and English are the two official languages in Canada.
King Charles Il is the Canadian Head of State.

The National Flag of Canada came into being in 1965 to replace the Union Jack. It is an 11-pointed red maple leaf on
a white square.

Graeme Ferguson co-invented IMAX. There are over 500 IMAX theaters in 45 countries.

Insulin, a hormone produced by the pancreas was first isolated at the University of Toronto in 1921-22 by Dr.
Frederick Banting and Charles Best.

John Cabot was the first explorer to reach Canada in 1497.

The east coast of Canada was settled by Vikings in approximately 1000 AD. It’s definitely worth a visit to L’Anse aux
Meadows.

It wasn’t until 1610 that Henry Hudson sailed through Hudson Strait into Hudson Bay.



In 1576 Martin Frobisher discovered the strait that bears his name.

Navigation of the north-west passage from the Atlantic to the Pacific was first achieved by the Norwegian explorer
Roald Amundsen in 1906.

Foods we think of as being Canadian include peameal back bacon, poutine, maple syrup and Timbits (small donuts
from Tim Hortons).

Cheddar is the most popular cheese in Canada. On average Canadians consume 23.4 pounds per person annually.
There are more doughnut shops in Canada per capita than any other country.

Each Canadian eats an average of 190 eggs per year.

Canadians drink more fruit juice per capita than any other country.

The muskox has an inner fur layer that is finer than cashmere and can be spun into wool that is very much warmer
than sheep’s wool. If you knew that then you probably knew it was called giviut.

There are about 200 species of mammals in Canada.
You’ll find about 630 bird species in Canada.

Canada’s beaver is the second largest rodent in the world, weighing up to 60 pounds. (The largest rodent is the
capybara, found in South America and weighing up to 100 pounds.)

Churchill, Manitoba is home to about 600 polar bears who need the sea ice every year to survive.
Canada has the world’s smallest jail — in Rodney, Ontario; it’s only 24.3 square m (270 square feet).

One of the interesting facts about Canada is that there are 522 airports with paved runways, and 931 airports with
unpaved runways.

The West Edmonton Mall, once the largest in the world, is now the fifth largest indoor shopping mall. It still claims
the title as having the largest indoor amusement park.

Tragedy in Canada

One of the horrific facts about Canada — that don’t make us the least bit proud of our country — is learning about the
appalling treatment the Indigenous Peoples of Canada have endured at the hands of our government and the church.
Over the past few years, more atrocities that have taken place in the residential school system have also come to light
—as well as the ongoing impacts on residential school survivors. For more information read about residential schools
here.

https://media.canada.travel/en-GB/resources/canada-in-brief

Canada has the world’s most northern settlement: Alert, Nunavut, just shy of the North Pole. That’s why Santa has his
own Canada Post postal code here, (HOH 0OHO), where kids can send him letters at Christmas (he responds).

Can you guess Canada’s most played sport? Perhaps a bit surprising, it’s golf, followed by the beloved national
pastime, ice hockey.

Canadians love their poutine, but are crazy about decadent dough rings! Canada has the most doughnut shops per
capita in the world and its people consume the most doughnuts of anywhere else in the world.
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Canadian Icons and Emblems
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Sugar Maple

Though there are over 10 different types of maple trees in Canada, each with slightly differently-shaped leaves, the
most famous species is the sugar maple (Acer saccharum), whose leaf is on the Canadian flag. Though sugar maple
leaves are normally green, they turn bright red in the autumn.

The Maple Leaf

The distinctively-shaped maple leaf is the most common catch-all symbol for Canada, appearing not only on the
Canadian national flag (see below), but virtually every logo of a Canadian corporation or charity, or any other
organization that needs to make its “Canadianness” instantly known.

The maple leaf is a symbol that’s been so famous for so long that no one seems to remember exactly where it came
from or how it got to be so popular. Various species of maple trees (of the plant family Aceraceae) can be found in
most regions of Canada, and their multipurpose functionality as both a provider of lumber and edible, sweet syrup
has proved useful to many generations of Canadians over the centuries. In one sense, the maple can be viewed as a
tree that rewards labour and perseverance, and evokes the history of early Canadians able to “tame” the wilderness for
their own benefit. But to many others, it’s simply a pretty tree with a pretty leaf that has become associated with
Canada — and that’s good enough.

The Canadian Flag

Like every other country on earth, Canada has a national flag suitable for flying, hanging or waving in any
circumstance where a bit of patriotic pride is needed. Adopted in 1965, the official flag of Canada is known as the
Maple Leaf, and consists of a stylized red leaf on a white background bordered by two red bars on either side.
Unusually for a national flag, no part of the design is supposed to represent anything in particular; the stylized leaf was
simply created as a neutral symbol of Canadian unity, and there is no official explanation of what the colours or bars
are supposed to mean.

Canadian Animals

The wilderness itself may be Canada’s most iconic symbol. As an enormous country with more untouched nature than
any other, it’s unsurprising a vast assortment of things associated with the great outdoors feature so prominently in the
Canadian gallery of national symbols. As the original residents of nature, Canada’s diverse array of wild animals are
among its most famous representatives.

The beaver (Castor canadensis) is the most famous Canadian animal. It appears on the Canadian nickel and is often
used by cartoonists to personify the country as a whole, much like “Uncle Sam” or a Chinese dragon. Though today
beavers are often celebrated for their plucky, hardworking character, chomping down trees to build elaborate live-in
dams, the original Canadian attraction to beavers was much less respectful: they had good fur for making hats. Prized
for its smooth, waterproof texture, beaver fur was one of Canada’s main exports to Europe during the 17th and 18th
centuries. So much so, in fact, that the animal was almost hunted to extinction by early Canadian fur traders. Saved by
changing tastes in fashion, today they can be found lurking in riverbeds all across the country.

Less rich in specific symbolism are some of the beaver’s furry pals, such as the moose, the polar bear, the black
bear, the mountain lion, the mountain goat, the elk, the Arctic wolf, the raccoon, the lynx and the bison, all of
which are common sights not only in the Canadian wilderness, but also Canadian airport gift shops. And then there
are the birds, including the loon (Gavia immer) — the national bird of Canada and namesake of the loonie — and the
not-quite-so beloved Canada goose (Branta canadensis), an elegant-looking animal that is nevertheless quite ornery
and unpleasant in its interactions with humans. Every province has its own official bird as well, the most famous of
which are probably the snowy owl of Quebec and the puffin of Prince Edward Island.
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The Coat of Arms of Canada was officially adopted in 1921, and in its initial form it was virtually identical to
Britain’s Royal Coat of Arms. In 1994 it was modified slightly to include Canada’s second motto (“Desiderantes
Meliorem Patriam,” see below) as well as some red and white maple leafs at the top.

The Canadian Coat of Arms

Like most countries of European heritage, Canada has a grandiose heraldic symbol known as the Coat of Arms (also
known as the national crest) that appears on things like passports, government publications and wax seals. It’s a very
complicated and detailed illustration that is almost entirely identical to Britain’s Royal Coat of Arms, which dates
back to the 17th century.

The crest’s symbolism is largely British, and is somewhat controversial for the degree it illustrates a very Anglo-
European conception of Canada: it depicts an English lion and a Scottish unicorn holding a shield displaying
medieval icons of the English, Scottish, and Irish peoples of the British Isles, plus the fleur-de-lis of the French and
the maple leaves of Canada. At the creatures’ feet sit a medley of plants representing the Scottish, Irish, English, and
Welsh. The animals stand below the flags of the United Kingdom and medieval France, symbolizing Canada’s so-
called “two founding nations.”

Canada has two national mottoes, both of which are inscribed in Latin on the crest. The first (on the red belt around
the shield) is Desiderantes Meliorem Patriam, or “They Desire a Better Country,” which acknowledges the
immigrants who have built Canada and Canadians’ ongoing desire for national self-improvement. The other (on the
blue ribbon at the bottom) is A Mari usque ad Mare, or “From Sea to Sea,” which celebrates the country’s vast

geography.

“Canada must be the only country in the world where a policeman is used as a national symbol.”
Canadian author Margaret Atwood (b. 1939)
Mounties

Officers of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP), nicknamed Mounties, have been one of Canada’s most
iconic symbols for generations.

The RCMP was founded in 1873, originally known as the North-West Mounted Police, and were initially used to
bring law and order to Canada’s newly-aquired Prairie provinces and northern territories. Their adventures in the
untamed Canadian wilderness, full of wild animals, crazy cowboys, greedy prospectors, and (as they saw it) dangerous
Indians became the subject of many Hollywood movies in the early 20th century, and helped make Canada’s cops an
internally-known symbol of Canadian life.

Today, RCMP officers rarely wear their iconic red uniforms and wide-brimmed hats except on ceremonial occasions,
but full-dressed officers are a common sight on Canadian souvenirs, postcards, and toys.

https://thecanadaguide.com/basics/money/

Canadian Coins
Loonie (one dollar)

The Loonie is a large coin made of gold-coloured nickel. There used to be a one dollar bill, but it was phased out in
the 1980s. The coin is called a “Loonie” because it has a picture of a loon, the national bird of Canada, on it.
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Toonie (two dollars)

The Toonie or Twoonie is a distinctive-looking coin made of two different colours of metal. It replaced the old two
dollar bill in the mid-nineties. It has a polar bear on it.

Quarter (25 cents)

The "Quarter" (so named because it's worth a quarter of a dollar) is a silver-coloured 25 cent piece. It depicts a
caribou, one of Canada’s beloved antlered animals.

Dime (10 cents)

The "Dime" is the nickname of the 10 cent piece. It's the smallest coin by size, and quite thin. It has a famous
Canadian sailboat on it, known as the Bluenose, that was the fastest racing ship in the world for almost 20 years.

Nickel (five cents)

The "Nickel" is what they call the 5 cent piece. It’s actually larger than the dime, which can be confusing. At one time,
five cent pieces were made of nickel (hence the name), but today they're made of steel.

Penny (one cent)

The penny is made of copper-plated steel and features the maple leaf, a common symbol of Canada. In 2013, the
Government of Canada officially stopped making pennies and is currently in the process of taking them all out of
circulation, but completion of this goal is still many years away. Larger business and chains in Canada may not accept
penny payments and instead demand customers round cash payments down or up to the closest five cents.

https://www.justyou.co.uk/inspiration/north-america/30-interesting-fun-facts-about-canada/

1. Canada is a monarchy

Canada maintains strong historical bonds with the United Kingdom, through shared royal lineage - King Charles Il is
the current UK monarch and also the monarch of Canada, acting primarily in a symbolic role but still forming an
integral part of Canada's intricate governmental structure.

2. Canada has the longest coastline in the world

Canada should be at the top of your bucket list if you are captivated by incredible coastal views. Canada's coastline
stretches a remarkable 202,080 kilometres. Walking it would take more than four and a half years!

4. The word “Canada” is derived from an indigenous word

Canada carries a history that ties it to the roots of the indigenous peoples. The St. Lawrence Iroquoian tribe named
their village "Kanata," which means settlement or village in their language. European explorer Jacques Cartier
mistakenly thought the term referred to the entire area, not just one village.

5. The French and British were not the first Europeans to colonise Canada

Rewind to around five centuries ago: Leif Erikson, a Norse explorer from Iceland, set foot on Canadian soil -
specifically Newfoundland - becoming possibly the first-ever European to do so.

6. An Italian claimed Canada for England

An ltalian explorer named John Cabot initially claimed parts of Canada for England. In 1497, under commission from
Henry VII of England, John Cabot set sail on the Matthew with sights set firmly on Asia. Instead of reaching the Spice
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Islands as he had hoped, he landed on what he thought were the outskirts of Asia; in reality, it was modern-day
Newfoundland.

7. The national animal of Canada is a beaver

Engraved into the fabric of Canadian society lies a fluffy, semi-aquatic creature - the North American Beaver. This
humble animal was instrumental in developing Canada's economic ecosystem during fur trading times.

11. Canadians celebrate Thanksgiving too

Canadians celebrate Thanksgiving on the second Monday of October. Canada’s version of Thanksgiving was
celebrated for over forty years before it existed in the United States. The early onset dates back to 1578 when English
explorer Martin Frobisher held a ceremony in Newfoundland to give thanks for a successful voyage.

13. Canadians speak far more languages than just English and French

Canada is home to over 200 other mother tongues, defined as the "first language spoken." In a recent census, nearly
two million people reported an Indigenous language as their mother tongue. Moreover, reflecting its openness to
immigration, sizable pockets of the population also converse in Punjabi, Italian, German, Cantonese, and Tagalog.
15. Lacrosse is the national sport of Canada

While ice hockey might be considered by many as an undeniably integral part of Canadian heritage, it's lacrosse that
holds the honour of being named Canada's official summer sport. Lacrosse has a vibrant history in Canada. This
exciting game was developed by Indigenous nations in North America long before Europeans arrived on these shores.
16. Canada claimed independence in 1982

1982 marks a pivotal moment in Canadian history when the nation finally attained full sovereignty. Until this point,
Canada remained under British rule for legal and constitutional matters. This all changed on April 17, 1982 - now
'Constitution Day' - when Queen Elizabeth Il signed the Constitution Act into law.

17. The longest highway in the world is in Canada

With a staggering length of approximately 7,821 kilometres (or roughly 4,860 miles), the Trans-Canada highway
stretches from Victoria in British Columbia on the Pacific Coast to St. John's in Newfoundland and Labrador on the
Atlantic Coast. Built in 1962, it was designed as part of a national scheme to encourage travel and trade within
Canada.

18. Canadian banknotes are made of plastic

Unlike traditional paper or cloth notes in many nations, Canada utilises plastic banknotes. This uncommon practice is
not simply a quirk; it has several practical reasons behind it. Surprisingly, these plastic bills have a lesser carbon
footprint than paper money.

20. Eighty-five per cent of the world's maple syrup comes from Canada

Every pancake lover will be delighted to learn that almost eighty-five per cent of the globe's maple syrup hails from
Canada! As part of their syrup enterprise, families have passed down lands filled with rock maple trees through
generations.

21. The telephone was invented in Canada

Inventor Alexander Graham Bell, a Scottish immigrant residing in Brantford, Ontario, is credited with inventing the
telephone in 1876. It's an invention that undeniably changed the world, tangibly shrinking vast distances into

manageable lengths.

23. Canada is the polar bear capital of the world



Churchill in Manitoba is known as the "Polar Bear Capital of the World" due to its large polar bear population, which
can be seen during specific times of the year. Of course, they are still wild bears, not domesticated.

25. A Canadian invented basketball

Basketball, one of the world's most popular sports, was invented by Canadian James Naismith in 1891. Unlike the
modern equipment, the first game was played with a football and two peach baskets.

26. There was a war in Canada called the “Beaver Wars”

The Beaver Wars got its name from the coveted animal itself; yet, it was not a war between these dam-building
creatures but humans vying for power and control over territories rich in fur, particularly that of beavers.

27. Santa Claus technically lives in Canada

Santa technically resides in Canada. A fun fact often brings smiles when sharing about Canadians. Children around the
globe pen down their Christmas wishes and send letters addressed to Santa at this specific postal code - "HOH OHO0".

28. Canada has nicknames for their coins

Canadians will quickly tell you about their affectionate nicknames for their coins. The "Loonie," whose formal name
is a dollar, got its nickname from depicting a bird called the Common Loon on its reverse side. A two-dollar coin is
called a “Toonie” and is an amalgamation of “two” and “loonie”.

30. Canada is home to Magnetic Hill

This is a unique tourist attraction. Located in Moncton, New Brunswick, Canada is home to the famous "Magnetic
Hill." Here, an optical illusion makes it appear like cars can roll uphill independently.

https://www.readersdigest.ca/travel/canada/canadian-trivia

Canadian Trivia Questions: Let the Game Begin!

1. This area has less gravity than the rest of the world.

6. A Canadian pharmacist invented this spreadable.

7. This type of pizza was created by Sam Panapoulos in Chatham, Ontario, in 1962.

9. A group of Canadian experimental filmmakers invented this technology for Expo 67.

16. People in Saskatchewan use this cutesy nickname for hoodies. (If you had no problem answering this one, you’re
ready to take on our Canadian slang quiz.)

18. Canadians eat 1 billion of these every year.

20. Rodney, Ontario, is home to North America’s smallest one of these institutions.
26. People in Churchill, Manitoba, leave their cars unlocked for people escaping these.
28. Letters addressed to the postal code HOH OHO are delivered here.

34. One of the world’s oldest Viking settlements can be found in this province.

37. This chemical engineer from Pontypool, Ontario, invented alkaline batteries.
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46. The command “mush”—used for sled dogs—comes from this French word.

49. Guglielmo Marconi sent the first transatlantic wireless messages from this province.

50. This novelist trained at Camp X, a spy school in Ontario, during the Second World War.

57. There are no roads leading to this territory.

72. Some 90 percent of Canadians live within 160 kilometres of this.

79. One third of the world’s supply of these salty snacks is made in New Brunswick.

83. This national sport originated with the Ojibwa First Nations, who often used it to train warriors.

94. Canadian Charles Fenerty was the first person to make paper out of this material.

99. This is Canada’s most-played sport.

The Great Canadian Trivia Quiz: Answers

1. Hudson’s Bay. It’s due to a combination of the melting Laurentide Ice Sheet and convection in the Earth’s mantle.
6. Marcellus Gilmore Edson, who patented a method to turn roasted peanuts into peanut butter in 1884.
7. Hawaiian pizza. He had a hunch that the sweet pineapple and savoury ham would go well together.

9. Imax. It took longer than they expected, though, and the first screening took place three years later at Expo 70 in
Japan.

16. Bunny hugs. The term dates to the 1970s.

18. Doughnuts. Thanks, Tim Hortons.

20. Jails. It measures a snug 270 square feet.

26. Polar bears. It’s one of several local strategies designed to mitigate attacks.
28. To the “North Pole.” Volunteers reply to some 1.6 million letters each year.

34. Newfoundland. The village, known as L’Anse aux Meadows, dates back more than 1,000 years and is now a
UNESCO World Heritage Site.

37. Lewis Frederick Urry, who developed the world’s first long-lasting batteries in 1955.
46. Marche, which 18th-century French sled drivers said to get their dogs moving.

49. Newfoundland and Labrador. The messages were transmitted 3,400 kilometres to Poldhu, England, on December
12, 1901.

50. lan Fleming, author of the James Bond series.

57. Nunavut. No roads connect its 25 communities, either. People get around via air and boat travel.
72. The U.S. border. Vast swaths of the country north of this point are undeveloped.

79. French fries. They’re produced by McCain Foods in Florenceville-Bristol. (Bet you didn’t know these things were
also made in Canada!)




83. Lacrosse. Its Algonguin name is baggataway.

94. Wood pulp. He made the first batch after his local paper mill ran out of cotton rags, which were previously used to
make the stuff.

99. Golf, surprisingly. (Hockey, of course, is next.)
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1. Canada has the largest moose population in the world

The Canadian moose holds great significance as both a symbol of the country and one of its most iconic wildlife
species. Canada boasts the largest population of moose in the world, with estimates in excess of 1 million.

2. Canada is hockey obsessed

Hockey holds a special place in Canadian sports-loving hearts, going beyond just being a game to become a national
obsession. Considered the birthplace of ice hockey, Canada has a deep-rooted connection with this team activity.

4. Poutine is a must-try dish

Poutine, a popular dish, originated in Quebec. It is made with French fries that are topped with cheese curds and
covered in gravy. This combination of flavours has made poutine a comfort food favourite among Canadians.

6. The Magnetic Hill looks like it defies gravity

Located in Moncton, New Brunswick, the famous "Magnetic Hill" is a truly unique tourist attraction. This intriguing
spot creates an optical illusion that gives the impression of cars rolling uphill on their own.

7. Canada is the second-largest country

Canada, with its vast land area of approximately 9.98 million square kilometres, holds the distinction of being the
second-largest country in the world.

their home now, their Canadian roots remain an essential part of who they are.

10. John Cabot accidentally claimed Canada for England

John Cabot, an Italian explorer commissioned by Henry VIl of England in 1497, embarked on a voyage to Asia aboard
the ship Matthew. He unexpectedly arrived at modern-day Newfoundland, and Cabot's accidental landing marked
England's initial claim on parts of Canada.

11. Basketball was born in Canada

Basketball, now a globally cherished sport, was created by James Naismith, a Canadian, in 1891. The first game of
basketball used a soccer ball and two peach baskets as equipment, unlike the modern gear used today.

12. Canada still has a monarchy

Canada maintains a strong historical connection to its former coloniser, the United Kingdom, through shared royal
bonds. The current UK monarch also serves as the monarch of Canada, in a primarily symbolic role.

13. Canada's is the main maple syrup producer

Canada is responsible for producing nearly 85% of the world's maple syrup. Many families have maintained their
businesses by passing down land filled with rock maple trees from one generation to the next.
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15. Canadian Thanksgiving is an old tradition

Canada's Thanksgiving predates the American tradition by over 40 years, with origins going back to 1578 when the
English explorer Martin Frobisher held a ceremony in Newfoundland to express gratitude for a successful voyage.

16. Leif Erikson was the first European in Canada

Leif Erikson, a Norse explorer hailing from Iceland, set foot on Canadian soil around 1,000 years ago, specifically in
Newfoundland. This historic event marked what is considered to be the first time a European reached North American
shores.

18. Canada declared independence in 1982

Prior to this, Canada was still under British rule for legal and constitutional matters. On April 17, 1982, which is now
known as Constitution Day, Queen Elizabeth Il signed the Constitution Act into law.

20. Canada's national sport is lacrosse (the other is hockey)

Lacrosse has a rich history in Canada and was originally developed by indigenous nations in North America before
Europeans arrived.

21. The telephone was invented in Canada

Alexander Graham Bell, an immigrant from Scotland living in Brantford, Ontario, is recognised as the inventor of the
telephone in 1876. This groundbreaking invention undeniably transformed the world.

22. Canada has a vast coastline

With an impressive coastline stretching over 202,080 kilometres, it would take more than four and a half years to walk
from one end to the other of Canada’s coast.

23. Canada fought the ‘Beaver Wars’

The conflict known as the Beaver Wars was not fought against animals, but rather between humans competing for
power and control over territories abundant in valuable fur, specifically that of beavers.

25. Santa Claus's address is in Canada

Santa Claus technically resides in Canada. Every year, children from all over the world write down their Christmas
wishes and send letters to Santa, care of the unique postal code HOH 0HO.

26. Canada's name is from an indigenous language

The St Lawrence Iroquoian tribe named their village “Kanata”, but European explorer Jacques Cartier misunderstood
and believed that the term referred to the entire region.

29. Canada is the polar bear capital

Churchill, located in Manitoba, Canada, is famous for being the "Polar Bear Capital of the World" due to its
significant population of pale, furry beasts. Visitors have the opportunity to see these magnificent creatures during
specific seasons.

30. The Trans-Canada highway is a record-breaker

The Trans-Canada highway is an impressive road with a total length of about 7,821 kilometres (or roughly 4,860
miles). It connects Victoria in British Columbia on the Pacific Coast to Labrador on the Atlantic Coast.

https://www.twinkl.pl/blog/canada-trivia-questions-and-answers
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Canada Trivia Questions and Answers

Q) What image is at the centre of the Canadian flag?
A) The maple leaf.

Q) What are the two most popular languages spoken in Canada?
A) English and French.

Q) Canada is a pretty big place. How many time zones does it have?
A) Six.

Q) What is the biggest mountain range in Canada?

A) The Rocky Mountains.

Q) What area produces the largest amount of maple syrup?

A) Quebec. It produces over 70% of the maple syrup found globally.

Q) What is Canada’s national animal?

A) The beaver.

Q) How many territories does Canada have?

A) Three (Northwest Territories, Nunavut and Yukon).

Q) How many oceans surround Canada?

A) Three (The Arctic, Atlantic and Pacific).

Q) Does Canada have more or less hockey rinks than America?

A) More. Canada has twice as many.

Q) What flavour pizza was invented in Canada?

A) The ham and pineapple combination, also known as the Hawaiian.

Q) True or false: Canada was the first country to make Thanksgiving a national holiday.
A) True.

Q) Thanksgiving is still not a national holiday in which province of Canada?

A) Nova Scotia.

Q) Is Canadian Thanksgiving celebrated earlier, later, or at the same time as American Thanksgiving?
A) Earlier, due to the harvest being earlier.

Q) When do we celebrate Thanksgiving in Canada: the second Monday in October or the first Monday in September?

A) The second Monday in October.



Q) When is Remembrance Day commemorated in Canada?
A) 11th November.

Q) What do Canadians wear as a sign of respect?

A) Red poppy pins.

Q) The reason we wear poppies is that Canadian John McCrae wrote a poem inspired by the poppies he saw on the
battlefields. Was he a doctor or a dentist?

A) Doctor.

Q) What ingredient would you not find in poutine: gravy, cheese or basil?

A) Basil.

Q) When winter ends and the hockey sticks are put down, what is Canada’s national summer sport?
A) Lacrosse.

Q) A Canadian invented one of these sports, which is it: bowling, basketball, or tennis?

A) Basketball was invented by James Naismith.
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173 Canada Trivia Questions Ranked From Easiest to Hardest (Updated For 2025)

1. Known for polar bears that live there in the fall, what town on Hudson Bay in Manitoba is named after one of the
UK's most famous Prime Ministers?

Answer: Churchill

2. Founded in Québec, what is the French name of the private entertainment company that has sold over 100 million
tickets for its unique blend of continuous live music and circus-like acrobatics?

Answer: Cirque du Soleil

6. Although James Naismith was teaching in Massachusetts in the U.S. at the time he invented a popular sport, he was
a native Canadian who had only recently moved to the U.S. What sport did Naismith invent in 1891?

Answer: Basketball

7. Named for the railway company that built it, what 1,815-foot-tall communications and observation edifice is the
tallest structure in Toronto?

Answer: CN Tower

12. The National Sports Act of Canada granted two different sports as the official sports of Canada. One is,
unsurprisingly, hockey. What is the other?
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Answer: Lacrosse

20. Lucy Maud Montgomery is a Canadian author best known for a series of novels published in the early 20th
century set in Prince Edward Island, featuring the young protagonist Anne Shirley. The first, and most famous, novel
in the series is titled "Anne of” what two-G-words palace?

Answer: Green Gables

23. What country has the longest total coastline in the world? We're talking about the coastline on the border of a

country, not all the internal coastlines that make up lakes and rivers.

Answer: Canada

28. English is the most-spoken language in Canada. French is second. What language is third?

Answer: Chinese (Mandarin)

29. What sport joins ice hockey as one of two national sports of Canada?

Answer: Lacrosse

38. What is the name for a manmade stone landmark or cairn built for use by the Inuit, Yupik, or other peoples in the
Acrctic region of North America? The landmark has sharply increased in popularity as a symbol for Canadian culture
in the 21st century, including as the foundation for the Vancouver 2010 Winter Olympics logo.

Answer: Inuksuk

40. Made famous by the novels of L.M. Montgomery, Green Gables House is a tourist attraction in what Canadian
province?

Answer: Prince Edward Island

49. For 30 years, the main conference organized by TED was hosted in Long Beach, California. However, since 2014,
the conference has been hosted in what Canadian city?

Answer: VVancouver

53. Only one part of the former New France remains legally part of France. This small archipelago named Saint Pierre
is home to ~6,000 citizens and is located off the coast of what Canadian province?

Answer: Newfoundland and Labrador

62. The article of clothing known as a "bunnyhug" in Saskatchewan is typically known by what other name
throughout the rest of Canada and the U.S.?

Answer: Hoodie

63. What Canadian retail business, now a department store owner in modern-day Canada, was a largely fur trading
company that traded with Indigenous Canadians starting in the 17th century? It was named for a large bay that touches
four provinces, discovered by Sir Henry in 1610.

Answer: Hudson's Bay Company



66. The name Canada is generally accepted as coming from the St. Lawrence Iroquoian word kanata, meaning what?
Answer: Village or settlement

70. In ~1000 AD, the Norse built a small settlement which only lasted a few years at the L'Anse aux Meadows in what
now-province?

Answer: Newfoundland

71. The official Canadian national motto is a Latin phrase that comes from the Bible. What does "A Mari Usque Ad
Mare" translate to in English?

Answer: From Sea to Sea

73. Poutine, often referred to as Canada's national dish, consists of french fries, gravy, and what other ingredient?

Answer: Cheese curds

77. National Indigenous Peoples Day has been celebrated as a national holiday in Canada on June 21 since a 1996
proclamation by the nation's Governor General. In part, this date was chosen because it is the date of what annual
celestial event?

Answer: Summer Solstice

85. The French word for “mixed blood,” what “M” word was the term for Native Canadians who are a mix of
Aboriginal and European (largely French) ancestry?

Answer: Metis
95. Belonging to Canada, what is the fifth-largest island in the world? It's got a double letter in it!
Answer: Baffin

102. In 1497, John Cabot discovered territory in what modern country, claiming it on behalf of the British Empire? He
mistakenly believed it to be in Asia.

Answer: Canada

103. Starting in 2011, new currency issued by the Bank of Canada was made of a synthetic polymer. What fiber was
the primary material for notes issued prior to 2011?

Answer: Cotton

111. Thanksgiving in the United States is celebrated on the fourth Thursday of November, but when is Canada’s
Thanksgiving?

Answer: The second Monday of October

116. The name “Canada” comes from the word “Kanata,” which was a word used by what Native American tribe that
lived in Québec in the 1500s?

Answer: lroguois



166. Established in 1663, and located in the province of Québec, what is the oldest post-secondary institution (i.e.,
college) in Canada?

Answer: Université Laval
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A Great Canadian Trivia Quiz!

1. This area has less gravity than the rest of the world.

6. A Canadian pharmacist invented this spreadable.

7. This type of pizza was created by Sam Panapoulos in Chatham, Ontario, in 1962.

9. A group of Canadian experimental filmmakers invented this technology for Expo 67.

16. People in Saskatchewan use this cutesy nickname for hoodies.

18. Canadians eat 1 billion of these every year.

20. Rodney, Ontario, is home to North America’s smallest one of these institutions.

Answers:

1. Hudson’s Bay. It’s due to a combination of the melting Laurentide Ice Sheet and convection in the Earth’s mantle.
6. Marcellus Gilmore Edson, who patented a method to turn roasted peanuts into peanut butter in 1884.

7. Hawaiian pizza. He had a hunch that the sweet pineapple and savoury ham would go well together.

9. Imax. It took longer than they expected, and the first screening took place three years later at Expo 70 in Japan.
16. Bunny hugs. The term dates to the 1970s.

18. Doughnuts. Thanks, Tim Hortons.

20. Jails. It measures a snug 270 square feet.
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